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ATTORNEY GENERAL 
MIKE GREELY 


JUSTICE BUILDING, 215 N. SANDERS, HELENA, MONTANA 59620 
TELEPHONE (406) 444-2026 


Dear Fellow Montanans: 


In 1983, we experienced a disturbing increase in traffic 
fatalities across our state. Part of the reason for 
this increase is the fact that Montanans are driving 
more than ever before, and our state's population is 
rising. 


Even so, we have reason to be encouraged: Despite the 
increase in fatalities, 1983 was a year of actual 
reductions in total accidents and personal injury. We 
reduced the incidence of drinking drivers’ involvement 
in traffic deaths, thereby reducing the total of 
alcohol-related deaths. And finally, we lowered the 
number of young people who died in alcohol-related 
accidents. 


Our successes in 1983 were attributable, in part, to 
improved training and management of the Montana Highway 
Patrol. Your Patrol officers have made a great effort 
to perform at peak efficiency, despite their small 
number and the scarcity of resources available to them. 
Other groups, both statewide and local, have worked hard 
to alert the public to the dangers of drunk driving, and 
have supported our Report-A-Drunk-Driver Program, with 
enthusiasm. 


The key ingredient to our continued success, however, is 
you, the driver on Montana's roads and highways. With 
your help and cooperation, we will maintain our efforts 
against drunk drivers, and we will show a reduction in 
the total of traffic deaths next year. 


With best wishes, I am 


truly yoprs, 


MIKE GREELY 
Attorney General 
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Honorable Mike Greely 
Attorney General 

The Justice Center 

215 North Sanders 
Helena, Montana 59620 


Dear Sir: 


To you and the citizens of Montana, I respectfully 
submit this annual report of accident analysis. 


1983 noted a decrease in the involvement of teenage 
drivers in alcohol-related fatalities. This is due in 
great part to the increased awareness among the Montana 
high schools of the incidence of students drinking and 
driving. The Students Against Drunk Driving Program, 
which you strongly supported, has had a marked effect 
on Saving Montana's best resource, its young people. 


Officer training in the area of D.U.I. apprehensions 

is proving to be of great benefit. Through this train- 
ing, better enforcement and increased D.U.I. arrests 
have been accomplished. This accounts in great part 
for the decreased incidence of alcohol-related fatal- 
ities in this 1983 report. 


The improved communications system has been an effec- 
tive tool in combating highway accidents and fatal- 
ities by improving communication between officers, hos- 
pitals, ambulances and other emergency vehicles. The 
Legislature is to be commended for its foresight and 
fortitude in funding this life-saving element of high- 
way safety. 


The increased use of Montana's highways, by residents 
and tourists alike, plus the increasing population of 
Montana, continue to tax our officers. In the near 
future we must increase the number of officers to keep 
up with the accelerating demands for their services. 


The Highway Patrol Division will continue to strive to 
meet the increasing demands placed upon us and will con- 
tinue to give our very best service to the citizens of 
Montana. Your guidance as Attorney General and support 
for highway safety is appreciated by every officer of 
the Montana Highway Patrol. 


Sincerely, 


Oe onda 


COLONEL R. W. LANDON 
Chief Administrator 
Montana Highway Patrol 
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286 FATALITIES 
9,262 INJURIES 
18,670 ACCIDENTS REPORTED 


$120 MILLION ECONOMIC LOSS 
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WE 267 


TOTAL 
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18,670 


DOWN 3.7% 
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INJURIES 


DOWN .55% 


DEATH RATE 
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(in Millions) 
4.0 


UP 2 26% 
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ONE FATALITY EVERY 30.6 HOURS 
ONE INJURY EVERY 56.7 MINUTES 
ONE ACCIDENTS EVERY 28.2 MINUTES 


$330,878.05 LOSS EVERY DAY 


DAILY TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TOLL 
51 accidents 
25 injured persons 
MORE ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 


between 4 and 5 p.m. than 
any other hour of the day. 


on Friday than any other 
day of the week. 


in December than any other 
month of the year. 


MORE FATAL ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 


between 12 and 2 a.m. than 
any other time of the day. 


on Saturday than any other 
day of the week. 


in August than any other 
month of the year. 


YEARLY ANALYSIS OF ACCIDENT REPORTS 
1 January 1983 - 31 December 1983 


Reportable Accidents: 


($250 damage/death of injury) Drivers Involved: 

Interstate Highway 1,438 Male 19,109 

U.S. Highway A SyA0 Female 5239) 

State Highway 5,901 Not Stated 3 

County Roads 2,820 

Local Streets 4,191 Total 28, 351 

Total 18,670 Accidents Investigated: 
Deaths Resulting 286 Highway Patrol 9,204 
Injuries (non-fatal) 9262 Other Agencies 9,466 
HHH KKK NEI IEEE EER EERE EEE IEEE IEE ESE IEEE SEE TERE ETE IESE SESE SE HIE HE IESE ETE SESE TESS HEHE SEE TESTE TEESE IIE 

SUMMARY 
Accidents Fatal Non-fatal Estimated 

Month Reported Accidents Deaths Injuries Economic Loss 
Jan. 1262 19 20 537 $ 7,650,240 
Feb. Al 15 21 559 8,059, 350 
Mar. 1,368 15 18 665 8,097,440 
Apr. 1,278 13 16 682 7,771,880 
May 1,488 21 D3 804 9,990,420 
June 1,455 25 26 852 11,044,780 
July 1,554 28 30 975 12,510,330 
Aug. 1,559 44 Syl 985 17,109,140 
Sept. oo2 Si! 35 864 12,935,460 
Oct: Sey 13 15 846 8,435,660 
Nov. 1,623 20 21 792 9,578,140 
Dec. 2,578 9 11 721 7,587,650 


TOTAL 18,670 253 286 9,262 $120,770,490 
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65 and Over 


7.54% 


Under 15 
Tis87 


15 — 19 
11.8% 
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Month 
Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 


Dec. 


TOTALS 


1974 


13 


IL7/ 


14 


12 
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34 
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1975 


10 
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1976 
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Pipe 
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11 
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D5) 
32 
22 
26 


300 


* 
KX 


HH 


USI) 


12 


17 


28 


19 


20 


28 


48 


44 


18 


4] 


18 


Dah 


320 


1978 


10 


16 


il 


28 


42 


28 


42 


7a) 


31 


13} 


271 


Birk 


MONTANA 


1979 


20 
19 
22 
19 
Sil 
38 
34 
28 
36 
34 
28 
23 


332 


MONTH 

1980 1981 
13 SZ 
19 20 
21 18 
26 23 
Sil 28 
41 27 
36 44 
39 43 
23 PAL 
24 Sil 
29 Sill 
DS 20 
325 338 


Highest month over 10 year period 


Lowest month over 10 year period 


Total persons killed over 10 year period 


1982 


22 

3 
LS: 
26 
21 
23 
32 
33 
24 
20 
22 
1S 


254 


1983 


20 
21 
18 
16 
22 
26 
30 
51 
35 
15 
21 
11 


286 


Total 


164** 
168 
179 
198 
213 
SyLil 
370 
384* 
262 
269 
242 
203 


3023*** 


Month 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 


Sept 


Oct: 


Nov. 


DECE 


TOTAL 


DRIVERS 
Killed HBD 
il 7 
13 4 
11 5 

9 6 
te ali 
14 8 
21 9 
31) js 
20) ys 
10 7 
18 8 

6 1 

178 999 


FATALITIES AND DRINKING 
1983 


MIO NTE AYNTA 


PASSENGERS PEDESTRIANS BICYCLISTS 


Killed HBD Killed HBD Killed HBD Killed 


4 2 5 3 0 0 
6 0 2 0 0 0 
5 2 le i il 0 
5 2 2 i 0 0 
8 4 i}: a 0 0 
6 0 4 2 2 0 
7 4 a 0 a 0 
Abs) 2) ) 4 0 0 
2 D uh 0 i 0 
4 0 i) 1 0 0 
2 als iL t 0 0 
3 Z 2 0 0 0 
Tel 30 26 14 2) 0 


HBD - had been drinking (.05% blood alcohol or more) 


56% 
39% 
543 
50% 


of drivers killed had been drinking 

of passengers killed had been drinking 
of pedestrians killed had been drinking 
of all persons killed had been drinking 


TOTAL 


20 
PAL 
18 
16 
22 
26 
30 
Syl 
35 
15 
2a 


11 


286 


HBD 
12 
4 

8 

9 
16 
10 
13 
28 
23 
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143 
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MONTANA 


FEBRUARY 


Total for Month: 


: Total for Month: 18 
0 Total for Year: 4] Total fon Years 59 


Total for Month: 20 
Total for Year: 2 


Total for Month: 16 Total for Month: 22 Total for Month: 26 
Total for Year: 75 Total for Year: 97 Total for Year: 123 


SEPTEMBER 
Ss 


Total for Month: 30 E 
Total for Month: 35 
Total for Year: 153 Total for Year: 204 Tocalerornveates 239 


OCTOBER NOVEMBER 


xh 


Total for Month: 15 Total for Month: ral Total for Month: 1 
Total for Year: 254 Total for Year: 275 Total for Year: 286 
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Holiday 
Memorial Day 


4 DEATHS 


Independence Day 


6 DEATHS 


Labor Day 


5 DEATHS 


Thanksgiving 


1 DEATH 


Christmas 


0 DEATH 


New Year's 


0 DEATH 
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1983 HOLIDAY PERIODS 


Number 
of Hours 


78 


78 


78 
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78 


78 
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TRUCK /TRUC K -P RATT OR. YA GOG-EDENTS 
119-3. 3 


* 1442 Truck/Truck Tractor involved Accidents 

* 1518 Truck/Truck Tractors involved 

* 2257 Drivers in Truck/Truck Tractor Accidents 

* 45 Fatal Accidents involving Truck/Truck Tractors 


* 56 Persons Killed * 719 Persons Injured 


Interstate 
U.S. Route 
State Route 


County Roads 


City Streets 


Head—-On 
Rear-End 
Angle 

Side Swipe 


Other 


Truck/Truck Tractor Accidents by Driver Related Factors 


Had Been Drinking 
Reckless 


Speed for Conditions 


Careless 
Fail Yield R.O.W. 
Other Violation 


No Violation 


This study includes only those trucks or truck-tractor combinations 


over 26,000 pounds gross vehicle weight and excludes buses. 


TeRaUICIK?/ ATARTUACGK GTOR AgGaTsOMRG WAC CIDENTS 


Collision 
with 

Other 

Object 


Overturn 


20.7% 


Collision 
with 
Fixed Object 


Collision with Motor Vehicle in Transport 
527% 


Other 
Non-Collison 


Collision with 
Pedalcycle .1% 


Collision 
with 
Pedestrian 


First Harmful Event 


Daylight 


69.6% 


Darkness 


26.9% 


Light Conditions Road Conditions 
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OF 


NUMBER 


400 


350 


300 


250 


200 


150 


FATALITY TRENDS AND THE RELATIONSHIP 


TO SPEED LIMITS WHILE IN EFFECT 


Ps 55 MPH SPEED LIMIT 
yy Trend predicts that during 


Speed Limit Implemented for all 
of 1957 -- repealed March 1959. e 
Trend predicts that during 1957 
and 1958 158 LIVES WERE SAVED. 


1947 through 1956 ee 
Traffic Fatalities Gs 
increased by 
11.5 per year. 


After the Speed Limit 
is repealed, the fatality 
@ rate resumes climbing at 
nearly the same rate 
as during 1947 - 1956. 


1950 


1955 


1960 


1965 1970 1975 1980 


YEAR OF OCCURRENCE 


* There was no daytime speed limit prior to 1957 and between 1959 and 


1974 and 1975 
142 LIVES WERE SAVED. 
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1974 through 1983 
Fatalities decreased 
at a rate of about 
1.2 per year. 
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